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Top Ten Things Seniors Need To Know

Welcome to your senior year—one of the most exciting, empowering, and sometimes stressful years of your life.  Here are a few thoughts that the counselors would like to share with you that, we hope, will make life a bit easier!
1. Time Management – You will accomplish a number of amazing things this year.  Be sure to manage your time, (of which you will never have enough) to do your schoolwork, to apply for post secondary education, to apply for scholarships, to maintain relationships with your friends and family, and to have fun.

2. Deadlines - very important.  Be prepared for many scholarships, college and post secondary applications—their deadlines are set, and we have no control over changing them—please plan accordingly to give yourself plenty of time to meet those deadlines.  If you register for an exam such as the ACT/SAT/AP, they either cannot be changed, or it will cost you money to change them.  More importantly, don’t forget the homework deadlines that will ensure you pass all your classes and walk the stage on June 4, 2016!
3. Stay Informed – sign up for Mrs. Pence’s GFHS Class of 2016 notifications on Remind! by following the directions on the attached sheet.  By doing so, information on college visits, scholarship deadlines, etc. will be texted or e-mailed directly to you.  Your parents can sign up, as well!
4. Scholarship News - will come out once a month.  You are encouraged to apply for every scholarship for which you are eligible.  You can’t win if you do not apply.  Mrs. Pence will distribute Scholarship News in your English class, and you can also find it online each month at the GFHS counseling website at gfhcounseling.weebly.com.  If you are absent the day Mrs. Pence visits, please stop by the counseling office to pick up your copy.
5. Resume' - have one and keep it current.  Some scholarships require them, and people who write letters of recommendation for you need them.
6. Letters of Recommendation - Teachers have been asked not to write more than two letters of recommendation for more than two students for any one scholarship.  Be sure to ask whoever is writing you a letter a minimum of two weeks in advance before the scholarship deadline.  Have your current, up-to-date, typed resume' for this recommendation.  Please note that you can use a letter of recommendation from the same teacher for more than one scholarship—just make sure to ask for an updated letter and get permission from the teacher to do so.   
7. Thank you notes - Always send a thank you note to anyone who wrote you a letter of recommendation, and if you are awarded a scholarship, to the committee that gave you the scholarship (GFHS has lost scholarships because thank you notes were not written).  We are confident that you will gladly say thank you to those who believe in you and the great place you are going.  
8. SENIOR AWARDS NIGHT – April 25, 2016 - If you are selected for a GFHS scholarship, you will be invited to be on stage that night and your support system will be invited to celebrate with you as well.  This is a special event; please dress and act accordingly as many of the people who fund these scholarships will be in attendance.  These people believe in you and your goals and want to celebrate your success with you!  This night is also an opportunity for you to share with your parents how much your (and their) hard work has paid off.  
9. The counseling staff, as well as the Career Coach, are here to help you—Please know that you are welcome in our office at any time with any questions.  We all work hard, and while we do not have all the answers, we have resources that we can use to find answers together.  If you don't ask, we can't help, so please remember that all questions are welcome.
10. Have fun and be safe.  This is your last year at Great Falls High School.  This is the last time classes are free, the last time some of you will be with the same bunch you have been with since kindergarten, and the last time so many teachers are going to care and work so hard for you to be successful.  It is also the last year when you are not concerned about such mundane things as heat, light, rent, and who buys the food in the refrigerator because that's your parents' job.  So, have fun, be safe, and remember always to show your BISON PRIDE!  This can be a challenging year, but it will also be a very gratifying, memorable year.
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*May 7, 2016











*June 4, 2016
*Test dates are offered at GFH.  All others (except September) are given at CMR.
SENIOR CHECKLIST
_____1.
 Sign up for Remind!
_____2. Review ACT score from April and decide if you need to take another college entrance test.

_____3.
 Attend university, college of technology, and military representative visitations.

_____4.
 Make your "schools list”—Dream, Probable, Sure Thing - and APPLY.

_____5.
 E-mail and request applications, financial aid, and scholarship information from schools or   programs to which you wish to apply.

_____6.
 Check Scholarship News each month and apply as appropriate.

_____7.
 Pay attention to GRADES!!!

_____8.
 Participate in College Application week.

_____9. Fill out FAFSA as soon as parent(s) income taxes are complete.  Jan. 1, 2016 is the first day to submit.
____10. Apply for scholarships for which you qualify.
